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The role of economic The role of economic 
instruments in EU instruments in EU 

environmental policiesenvironmental policies
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The European Environment AgencyThe European Environment Agency
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Where are we?.....Where are we?.....
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Overview of this presentationOverview of this presentation

� ����������������������
������������
���������	�������������������
���
�������4�

� .���

#�������$�5��
������������������
	��������	�
������
�������������
	��

� %�������
	��
�������������������

�������������������������������$�
������6������



%
��������	
�
��
�
��
��������������

An early tax in the USAAn early tax in the USA
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What are the advantages of marketWhat are the advantages of market--based based 
instruments?instruments?
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Types of marketTypes of market--based instrumentsbased instruments
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‘‘Using the market for costUsing the market for cost--effective effective 
environmental policyenvironmental policy’’: a new EEA report: a new EEA report
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Tax bases in EEATax bases in EEA--17 (1996)17 (1996)
Austria Belgium Denmark Finland France Germany Greece Iceland Ireland Italy Lux'burg NL Norw ay Portugal Spain Sw eden UK

Air/Energy
CO2*
SO2
NOx
Fuels
S in fuels

Transport
Car sales and use
Diff. annual car tax
Water
Water eff luents

Waste
Waste-end
Dangerous w aste
Noise
Aviation noise

Products
Tyres
Beverage cont.
Packaging
Bags
Pesticides
CFCs
Batteries
Light bulbs
PVC/phtalates
Lubrication oil
Fertilisers
Paper, board
Solvents
Resources
Raw  materials

in 1996

Sources, including:
EEA (2000) Environmental taxes - Redent developments in tools for integration, Copenhagen
OECD/EU database for environmental taxes (http://www1.oecd.org/env/policies/taxes/index.htm)
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Tax bases in EEATax bases in EEA--17 (2000)17 (2000)
Austria Belgium Denmark Finland France Germany Greece Iceland Ireland Italy Lux'burg NL Norw ay Portugal Spain Sw eden UK

Air/Energy
CO2*
SO2
NOx
Fuels
S in fuels

Transport
Car sales and use
Diff. annual car tax

Water
Water eff luents

Waste
Waste-end
Dangerous w aste

Noise
Aviation noise

Products
Tyres
Beverage cont.
Packaging
Bags
Pesticides
CFCs
Batteries
Light bulbs
PVC/phtalates
Lubrication oil
Fertilisers
Paper, board
Solvents

Resources
Raw  materials

in 1996 new in 2000

Sources, including:
EEA (2000) Environmental taxes - Redent developments in tools for integration, Copenhagen
OECD/EU database for environmental taxes (http://www1.oecd.org/env/policies/taxes/index.htm)
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Tax bases in EEATax bases in EEA--17 (2004)17 (2004)
Austria Belgium Denmark Finland France Germany Greece Iceland Ireland Italy Lux'burg NL Norw ay Portugal Spain Sw eden UK

Air/Energy
CO2*
SO2
NOx
Fuels
S in fuels

Transport
Car sales and use
Diff. annual car tax

Water
Water eff luents

Waste
Waste-end
Dangerous w aste

Noise
Aviation noise

Products
Tyres
Beverage cont.
Packaging
Bags
Pesticides
CFCs
Batteries
Light bulbs
PVC/phtalates
Lubrication oil
Fertilisers
Paper, board
Solvents

Resources
Raw  materials

in 1996 new in 2000 new in 2004

Sources, including:
EEA (2000) Environmental taxes - Redent developments in tools for integration, Copenhagen
OECD/EU database for environmental taxes (http://www1.oecd.org/env/policies/taxes/index.htm)
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Municipal waste generationMunicipal waste generation
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MarketMarket--based instruments and waste based instruments and waste 
management: some examplesmanagement: some examples
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Instruments work better ifInstruments work better if……..
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A checklist for successA checklist for success
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Many thanks for your attention!Many thanks for your attention!


